Ascending aorta-to-descending aorta bypass via right thoracotomy for the re-coarctation of the aorta: an alternative surgical approach for re-coarctation.
Surgical treatment of aortic coarctation is performed with low postoperative complication rates. However, some patients may require additional surgical interventions due to stenosis or re-coarctation of the aorta, and ascending-to-descending aortic bypass via right thoracotomy is a valid alternative approach in the adult population group. Risk of massive intraoperative bleeding due to adhesions at the previous left thoracotomy site and the risk of spinal cord ischemia due to aortic cross-clamping or injury to the recurrent laryngeal nerve may be avoided with right thoracotomy in such cases. In this report, we present an adult patient with re-coarctation of the aorta who was successfully treated by extra-anatomic ascending-to-descending aortic bypass via right thoracotomy without cardiopulmonary bypass.